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In Italy every two or three days a woman is killed because she is a woman. Recurrently, in these 
cases the killer is a man who is, or was, in an intimate relationship with her.

“Casa delle donne per non subire violenza” is an antiviolence centre and a women’s shelter,  located in Bologna 
(Italy), which among its many activities, periodically issues a research on femicide in Italy. Precisely, it began its 
investigation in 2005 to monitor and shed light onto this phenomenon in order to raise public awareness and the 
relevant institutions’ attention.

Since the end of the 90s, the frequency of homicides in Italy which are not related to gender is decreasing, whereas, 
the killings of women is increasing year after year. According to the data from the Casa delle donne investigation, 
since 2005 over 900 women have been killed. However, this figure is most probably underestimated because the 
investigation was based exclusively on what was reported by the media. 

Incidentally, the reason why this research was only able to consider the femicides reported in the news is that 
nowadays, regardless the CEDAW Committee’s requests on this account, the Italian Government still does not hold 
official accounts of these numbers. 

In order to highlight the fact that these deaths were not the result of common or organized criminality, but rather of  
relationships between men and women, the killings must be considered through an entirely different lens. To this 
end the researchers of the Casa delle donne used the specific and not gender neutral term, “femicide”, which was 
coined and developed within Anglo-Saxon circles by intellectuals such as D. Russell and J. Campbell. The gender 
roles of these crimes are emphasised by another neologism, “femminicide”, adopted by south American feminists 
to denounce all the forms of violence that women suffer physically, psychologically, economically, symbolically, 
institutionally, and in all other spheres of a women’s life, which can result in their physical elimination.

When discussing femicide, it is important to note that these crimes are not accidental, but rather they are the result 
of broad gender discrimination. Regrettably though, the media refer to the perpetrator’s passion or jealousy as the 
explanatory cause of the woman’s death, but this stereotyped reasoning has negative consequences given that it 
appears to lessen the perpetrator’s responsibility. These crimes are actually the result of an unbalanced male-female 
relationship which is characterised by a disproportion in the control of power within family and society.

The redefinition of gender identities and values inevitably brought by the economic crisis, is met by Italian men 
with difficulty. It would seem that the masculine response has been and continues to be to put women “in their 
place”. 

After many years of activity, the Women Centres against violence began breaking ground on violence against 
women. They did so not only through their services for the victims, but also by investing energy and resources in 
promoting awareness about masculine violence toward women. In fact, our NGO believes that it is valuable and 
important to help individual victims, but it is also necessary to build a culture that recognises women’s agency.

Differently from the European and international situation, antiviolence centres have been in large part left alone in 
Italy.  In  recent  years  a  total  disinterest  in  confronting  gender  violence  has  developed  within  Institutions, 
Universities,  and the communication world  which commonly regard the problem as a question that  concerns 
women only. 



As mentioned at the beginning, Casa delle Donne’s research revealed that from 2005 to 2012 there have been 901 
women killed in Italy, this, as said,  being considered a conservative estimation.

The majority of the women killed during 2012 (61%) had recently ended or were still in a relationship with her 
killer.  The  latter  is  usually  unable  to  accept  the  end  of  their  relationship,  its  redefinition,  or  the victim’s 
independent  choices.  Moreover,  in  2012 the number  of  femicides perpetrated by the women’s  children rose. 
Accordingly, the most dangerous place for women is the house, either their own houses (22%) or the couple’s ones 
(38%).

Femicide in Italy: relation with the killer
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Furthermore, the research recorded that 73% of the aggressors in the reported cases were Italian and that also the 
victims were mainly of Italian nationality. Therefore, we would like to assure that the frequency of femicides in our 
nation is not a result of immigration and that these crimes cannot be attributed to religious traditions or cultural 
differences except from when they result from patriarchal norms which, however, are common at all latitudes.

According to the Casa delle donne research, in 2012 40% of the women killed were already a victim of gender 
violence on behalf of the partner and would be killer. This result shows that it is possible and necessary to stop 
violence before it reaches a critical level by granting further and more adequate protection to women living in a 
situation of violence. In order to do this it is necessary that the Italian Institutions allocate more funds and resources 
to antiviolence centres, it is necessary to strengthen the public-private networks against violence, and to promote a 
correct training of legal, social, and sanitary workers.
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To oppose violence and its extreme form represented by femicide it is necessary that Institutions, politics and the 
whole civil society measure up against the fact that violence is a problem not only for women but for the whole 
society itself. To contrast the culture of violence is also necessary to fight its acceptance that, like observed by the 
UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women during her recent mission in Italy, continues to be prevalent and 
persuasive in our society, together with the socio-cultural tendency to easily condone gender violence.
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